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CHAPTER 6. NATIONAL ELECTIONS

PART I. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS

§1251. Election; time of electing

A. In every fourth year after an election of a president and vice president of the United States,
the electors of president and vice president of the United States, hereinafter referred to as "presidential
electors,” shall be chosen by election by the qualified electors of the state. The election shall be held on
the Tuesday following the first Monday in November and shall be conducted and the returns made in
accordance with the provisions of this Title, except insofar as such provisionsmay conflict with the
provisions of this Part.

B. One presidential elector shail be chosen from among the qualified electors of each
congressional district and two presidential electors shall be chosen from among the qualified electors
of the state at large.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan.1, 1978.

§1252. Qualifications

A. No person shall be elected as a presidential elector who is not a qualified elector of the
district for which he is chosen, unless he is elected at large, in which case he shall be a qualified
elector of the state. A candidate for presidential elector may be registered to vote with or without
a declaration of party affiliation.

B. No United States senator, representative in Congress, or person holding an office of trust or
profit under the United States shall be elected a presidential elector.
Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978,

§1253. Nominating by political parties; certificates of nomination

A. Nominations for candidates for presidential electors made by each recognized political party
shall be made in such manner as shall be determined by a resolution adopted by the state central
committee of the respective recognized political party. Each recognized political party shall
nominate a full slate of candidates for elector, one from each congressional district and two from the
state at [arge.

B. The names of candidates for presidential elector nominated by each recognized political party
shall be filed with the secretary of state by a sworn statement, which shall be known as a certificate
of nomination. The certificate of nomination shall be sworn to, signed, and filed by the chairman
and secretary of the state central committee, except when the state central committee orders the
nomination of presidential electors by a convention, in which case the chairman and secretary of the
convention shall swear to, sign, and file the certificate of nomination.

C. Each certificate of nomination shall contain: (1) the name and place of residence, including
the street and number thereof, if any, of each candidate for presidential elector; (2) the particular
office of presidential elector for which each is nominated, that is, the district for which each has been
chosen or the designation "At large"” in the case of the two at large candidates; (3) the name of the
recognized political party making the nomination; (4} the names of the candidates for president and
vice president supported by the party. In addition, a certificate of nomination filed by the chairman



and secretary of a state central committee shall certify the adoption by the state central committee
of the resolution of the committee which authorized the method of nomination, the method of
nomination used, and the time and place where the nomination took place. Similarly, a certificate
of a nominating convention also shall certify the adoption by the state central committee of the
resolution which authorized the convention, the time and place where the convention was held, and
the election of the chairman and secretary. Each certificate of nomination filed with the secretary
of state shall be accompanied by the notarized affidavit of each candidate for elector signifying that
the certificate constitutes his acceptance of the nomination.

D. The certificate of nomination shall constitute full proof of the nominations it recites and shall
entitle the candidates for electors to each receive the number of votes received in the election by the
party's candidate for president.

E. If the nominees for the offices of president and vice president nominated by a national
convention of a recognized political party, together with a slate of candidates for the offices of
presidential electors to support such nominees, are not properly certified to the secretary of state by the
state central committee of that party prior to 4:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday in August of each year in
which a presidential election is to be held, the national chairman of the political party, after notifying the
chairman of the state central committee of that political party, shall certify a slate of electors to support
such nominees by 4:30 p.m. on the first Friday following the third Tuesday in August. Such certificate
filed with the secretary of state shall be accompanied by the notarized affidavit of each candidate for
elector signifying that the certificate constitutes his acceptance of the nomination.

F. If the certificate of nomination and notarized affidavit of each candidate for elector are not
filed timely with the secretary of state, the secretary of state shall endorse the date and time of receipt
upon all documents and shall return them forthwith, either personally or by registered or certified mail, to
the national chairman of the political party.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978, Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978;
Acts 1982, No. 778, §1, eff. Aug. 4, 1982, Acts 1993, No. 418, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 2007, No. 240,
$1; Acts 2009, No. 369, §1.

§1254. Slates of independent candidates; nominating petitions and qualifying by payment of
qualifying fees

A. A slate of independent candidates for presidential elector may be nominated by nominating
petition or may qualify by the payment of a qualifying fee of five hundred dollars. Such qualifying fee
shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 18:464(A). The period for filing such qualifying
fee shall begin on the third Tuesday in July and shall end at 4:30 p.m. on the first Friday following the
third Tuesday in August of each year in which a presidential election is to be held. Each qualifying fee
shall be accompanied by the notice of candidacy and notarized affidavit of each candidate for elector
signifying his acceptance of the nomination. An independent candidate for presidential elector may be
registered to vote with or without a declaration of party affiliation.

B. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Part, a nominating petition for a slate of
candidates for the offices of presidential elector shall be signed, filed, and certified as provided in Chapter
5 of this Title for state candidates voted on throughout the State.

C. Nominating petitions for the office of presidential elector shall be in the form prescribed by
R.S. 18:465(D), except that in lieu of including the recognized political party with which the candidates
are affiliated, the petition shall contain, in not more than three words, the political principle which the
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candidates represent. Also, in lieu of the date of the primary election for which the candidates seek to
qualify, the petition shall include the date of the general election, The petition also shall include the
names of the candidate for president and the candidate for vice president whom the candidates for elector
support; however, neither the candidate for president nor the candidate for vice president supported by the
slate of candidates for electors shall be a candidate for that office supported by a recognized political
party or by a slate of candidates for elector who have previously filed a nominating petition or qualified
by the payment of a qualifying fee for that election. Each petition shall contain a full slate of candidates
for elector, one from each congressional district and two from the state at large. [n designating the office
for which the candidate is nominated, the petition shall designate the particular office of presidential
elector, that is, the district in which the candidate is a qualified elector if he is nominated for the office for
that district, or the designation "At large" in the case of the two offices to be filled at large. Each
nominating petition shall be accompanied by the notice of candidacy and notarized affidavit of each
candidate for elector signifying that the certificate constitutes his acceptance of the nomination.

D. Any slate of candidates for presidential elector that qualifies by payment of a qualifying fee
shall be a full slate of candidates for elector, one from each congressional district and two from the
state at large, and shall submit with the qualifying fee the following information for each candidate:

(1) The candidate's name;

(2) The address of his domicile;

(3) The office sought;

(4) The names of the candidate for president and the candidate for vice president whom the
candidates for elector support; however, neither the candidate for president nor the candidate for vice
president supported by the slate of candidates for elector shall be a candidate for that office
supported by a recognized political party or by a slate of candidates for elector who have previously
filed a nominating petition or qualified by the payment of a qualifying fee for that election;

(5) The recognized political party, if any, with which each candidate for presidential elector is
affiliated;

(6) In not more than three words, the political principle that he represents; and

(7) The date of the election for which he seeks to qualify.

E. If the notice of candidacy and notarized affidavit of each candidate for elector, together with
the qualifying fee or a nominating petition, are not filed timely with the secretary of state, the
secretary of state shall endorse the date and time of receipt upon all documents and shall return them
forthwith, either personally or by registered or certified mail, to the candidate or the person who filed
them,

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978;
Acts 1977 No. 523, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1983, No. 519, §1, eff: July 8, 1983; Acts 1985, No. 754, §1;
Acts 1988, No. 909, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 179, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 418,
§1, eff Jan. 1, 1994, Acts 2009, No. 369, §1.

§1255. Filing nominating petitions

A. All nominating petitions of presidential electors shall be filed with the secretary of state during
the period beginning on the third Tuesday in July and ending at 4:30 p.m. on the first Friday following the
third Tuesday in August of each year in which a presidential election is to be held. The secretary of state
shall endorse on the nominating petitions the date and time of filing. Any nominating petitions submitted
other than during such period shall be nulil and void and shall not be accepted by the secretary of state.

B. All nominating petitions filed with the secretary of state shall be open to public inspection,
and the secretary of state shall preserve them in his office for at least one year.



Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 792, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1981;
Acts 1981, No. 76, §1, eff. June 26, 1981, Acts 2009, No. 369, §1.

§1256. Withdrawal of candidate

Any person nominated as a candidate may withdraw his candidacy by written statement of
withdrawal made, signed, and acknowledged before an officer qualified to administer oaths. The
original of the statement shall be filed with the secretary of state, who shall note thereon the date it
was filed. The withdrawal shall become effective on the date of the filing. Once filed as herein
provided, a statement of withdrawal shall not be returned to the person withdrawing. The effect of
his withdrawal shall be as provided in R.S. 18:502.

Acts 1976, No. 697, eff- Jan. 1, 1978.

§1257. Objections to certificates of nomination, nominating petitions, and notices of candidacy
for those qualifying by payment of fee

Certificates of nomination for presidential electors, nominating petitions filed in apparent
conformity with the provisions of this Part, and notice of candidacy filed by slates of candidates who
qualify by the payment of a qualifying fee, are deemed to be regular, unless an action objecting to
their regularity is commenced as otherwise provided in this Title for contests of candidacy.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991.

§1258. Vacancy in nomination; procedure; death of candidate

A vacancy by reason of death or withdrawal among the slate of candidates for the office of
presidential elector nominated by a recognized political party, whether by a convention or otherwise,
shall be filled in the manner which shall be provided by the state central committee of the party. In
all other cases, if the candidate who withdrew or died is elected, the remaining presidential electors
who are elected shall vote to fil! the vacancy as provided in R.S. 18:1264.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978.

§1259. Arrangement of ballot; designation of party candidates

A. In any year in which presidential electors are to be elected, the secretary of state shall arrange
the voting machine ballot in such manner that the names of candidates for president and vice
president shall appear on the ballot in the first column, beginning at the top and proceeding
downward. If necessary, the listing of the names of candidates for president and vice president may
continue in the second and succeeding columns. The names of the presidential electors shall appear
on the ballot in the manner as provided for in Subsection B of this Section.

B.(1) The ballot shall be so arranged that the names of the candidate for president and the
candidate for vice president nominated by each recognized political party, by nominating petition,
or by filing of notices of candidacy accompanied by a qualifying fee shall appear prominently
together with the name of the presidential candidate on top and the name of the vice presidential
candidate directly underneath.

(2) Directly to the left of the names of the presidential and vice presidential candidates shall
appear:



(a) If nominated by a recognized political party, the name of the party and such national party
emblem, if any, or state party device, if any, as the state central committee of the party shall direct,
and

(b) If nominated by a nominating petition or by the filing of notices of candidacy, the political
principal which the candidates support, as stated on the nominating petition or on the notices of
candidacy, if any, and the words "Nominating Petition" or the abbreviation "Nom. Petition" shall
appear if nominated by petition.

(3) Immediately below the name of the party, or, if nominated by a nominating petition, the
words "Nominating Petition" or the abbreviation "Nom. Petition" shall appear the word "Electors”.

(4) Immediately below the word "Electors" the names of the presidential electors nominated in
support of the nominees for president and vice president of that party or political principal shall
appear.

(5) On a voting machine, there shall be a button or candidate selection button with which to
mark the ballot opposite each pair of names. On paper ballots, there shall be a single box within
which to mark the ballot opposite each pair of names.

(6) In preparing the ballots, the secretary of state shall arrange the names of the candidates of
recognized political parties alphabetically, according to the names of the parties, followed by the
names of the candidates nominated by nominating petitions and by the filing of notices of candidacy,
listed alphabetically by designation of political principal.

C. No candidate nominated other than by a recognized political party shall use the name of any
recognized political party in the political or party designation of such candidate.

D. The ballot shall contain the following statement: "A vote for candidates for president and
vice president is a vote for each of the electors supporting those candidates."

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978;
Acts 1978, No. 292, §1, eff. July 6, 1978; Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991, Acts 2001, No. 1181,
§1, eff. Jan. 1, 2002; Acts 2003, No. 1220, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 526, §2, eff. June 25,
2004; Acts 2008, No. 136, §1, eff. June 6, 2008.

§1260. Votes for presidential electors

A vote for a presidential and a vice presidential candidate shall be a vote for each of the electors
nominated in support of those candidates, whether by a recognized political party, by a nominating
petition, or by the filing of notices of candidacy accompanied by a qualifying fee,

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978;
Acts 1990, No. 107, §1, eff: Jan. 1, 1991.

§1261. Determination of election results; tie vote; issuance of certificate

A. The secretary of state shall ascertain from the returns the slate of candidates who received
the greatest number of votes cast for presidential electors. If two or more of the slates of candidates
having the highest number of votes receive the same number of votes, none of the slates of
candidates is elected, and the slate of candidates elected shall be selected by a public drawing of lots
conducted by the state board of election supervisors from among the slate of candidates who
received such highest number of votes in the election. The public drawing of lots shall be conducted
at the state capitol on a day and at a time fixed by the board within one week after the results of the
election for that office become official. The candidates involved shall be given at least three days'
written notice of the time and place of the public drawing of lots.



B. The governor shall issue a certificate of election to the persons elected and authorize them
to cast the vote of the state for president and vice president.
Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1977, No. 588, §i, eff. Jan. 1, 1978.

§1262. Credentials of electors

The governor shall transmit the credentials of presidential electors to the appropriate federal
officials in the manner provided by the constitution and laws of the United States.
Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978.

§1263. Meeting of electors

The electors shall meet in the State Capitol in Baton Rouge on the day appointed for their
meeting by federal law and shall execute the duties and services enjoined upon them by the
constitution and laws of the United States, in the manner therein prescribed. Notice of the time and
place of such meeting shall be transmitted to each elector by the secretary of state no later than seven
days preceding the day of the meeting.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978.

§1264. Vacancies; procedure

If one or more of the presidential electors fails for any cause to attend at the appointed place at
12:00 noon of the day prescribed for their meeting, the other electors shall fill the vacancy by voice
vote by no later than 4:00 p.m. Any person selected to fill such a vacancy in the office of
presidential elector from a congressional district shall be a qualified elector of the district for which

the vacancy occurred.
Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff. Jan. I, 1978.

§1265. Compensation

Presidential electors shall be paid fifty dollars for attendance at the meeting of electors and shall
be paid the same mileage allowance as is provided for state officers and employees on official state
business. Such compensation and mileage allowance shall be paid out of funds appropriated to the
office of the secretary of state for such purpose.

Acts 1976, No. 697, §1, eff Jan. 1, 1978,



2016 ELECTIONS

Date of Election March 19 April 16 November 8 December 10
Presidential Preference Open Primary/
Type of Election Primary and Municipal General Presidential/ Open Qn_moam_\
.. . . Congressional
Municipal Primary Congressional
Deadline: Specials 11/4/2015 n/a 7/20/12016 n/a
Deadline: Propositions 11/4/2015 3/172016 7/20/2016 10/25/2016
ces 12/2/2015 - 8/17/2016 -
Qualifying Dates 12/4/2015 n/a 8/19/2016 wa
Last Day to 2/17/2016 3/16/2016 *10/11/2016 11/9/2016
Register to Vote
Deadline to Request a
Mail Ballot from Registrar 3/15/2016 4/12/2016 11/4/2016 12/6/2016
(other than Military and Overseas)
Deadline for Registrar to
Receive Voted Mail Ballot 3/18/2016 4/15/2016 11/7/2016 12/9/2016
(other than Military and Overseas)
Early Voting Begins 3/5/2016 4/2/2016 10/25/2016 11/26/2016
Early Voting Ends 3/12/2016 4/9/2016 11/1/2016 12/3/2016

*10/10/2016 is Columbus Day (national postal holiday)

PRESIDENTIAL QUALIFYING
3/19/2016 Presidential Preference Primary: Democratic/Republican presidential nominees - Qualifying period begins 12/2/20185, ends 12/4/2015.

11/8/2016 Presidential Election:

* Recognized wo_mﬂ_ party candidates are certified to SOS by state central committee prior to 4:30 p.m. on 8/16/2016. If not properly certified by state
central committee, then national chairman of Democratic/Republican Party certifies presidential candidates to SOS prior to 4:30 p.m. on 8/19/2016.

* Other presidential candidates - Qualifying period begins 7/19/2016, ends 4:30 p.m. on 8/19/2016.

NOTE: DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE
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